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Lyon   - the cradle of Veterinary Science
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For the first time in  1755

in the “Encyclopédie”,

BOURGELAT claims :

�

BOURGELAT claims :

“ Medicine of man is useful 
to medicine of horse…”

and immediately adds:

“…but reciprocally."



Claude BOURGELAT 

is indeed the creator of 

the veterinary profession…

...but he is also the inventor of the concept of

“Comparative Biopathology”

= One Health 



One Health is not a

« modern concept »…
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One World – One Health

��



Animal Health and Human Health 
are indivisible

Healthy Animals = Healthy People
��
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••

60% of human 

��

60% of human 
pathogens are zoonotic

70% of emerging 
diseases are zoonotic

80% of agents having a 
potential bioterrorist 
use are zoonotic
pathogens 



• Anthrax
• Avian Influenza
• BSE

• Lyme Borreliosis
• Q Fever

Zoonoses:

��

• BSE
• Brucellosis
• Echinococcosis
• Campylobacteriosis
• E. Coli
• Salmonellosis
• Leishmaniasis
• Leptospirosis

• Q Fever
• Rabies
• Taeniasis
• Toxoplasmosis
• Trematodosis
• Trypanosomiasis
• Tuberculosis
• Tularaemia



The “One Health” Concept

��

- 1755 Claude Bourgelat, Enzyclopédie
- late 1700s – first small pox vaccin
- 1960 Dr. Celvin Schwabe coined 

the phrase “One Medicine” 



Issue of 
Increasing importance 
because of
Globalisation and Climate change: 

��

• Expansion of international travel
• Increasing human – wildlife contact
• Global trade
• Long distance transport of animals
• Environmental changes
• etc……
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H5N1



H1 N1 
Pandemia

��

We are travelling faster than incubation times!!!!

25. April USA



H1, swine also 1918
N1  swine, Eurasian

H1N1 Influenza Virus

�	

Pa   birds, North America

PB1 human, likely from 1993

PB2 birds, North Amerika
NP   swine North Amerika

M     swine Eurasian 

NS   swine North America
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Diseases don’t respect borders !

��



FMD 2001

��



by
Steven,
aged 9��



WHO definition 
of Veterinary Public Health

« The sum of all contributions to the complete

��

« The sum of all contributions to the complete
physical, mental and social well being of 
humans through an understanding and 
application of veterinary medical science »

Veterinary Public Health impacts on human 
health by reducing exposure to hazards
arising from animals, animal products and their 
environment 



„ One Health“  
concept

��

• lining out the role of Veterinarians for 
public health!

• a unified approach between
veterinary and human medicine
to improve Global Health.



Animal

Animal
Holder

��

Veterinarians 

being a link between Animals and People
recognize their responsibilities for 
One Health!!

Society

Animal
Holder



Veterinarians 
in many professions:

• Veterinary surgeons (farm and pet animals) 
• Vets for Animal welfare

��

• Vets for Animal welfare
• State veterinary officers
• Vets in public health units and labs
• Vets in health and food authorities and orgs
• Vets in the army
• Veterinary hygienists
• Vets in food production and industry
• Vets in pharmaceutical industry
• Vets in research and education
• etc. ………



Veterinarians are contributing to 
Public Health 
when caring for 

��

The role veterinarians play for public health 
is not always sufficiently enough recognized!

when caring for 
Animal Health !



EU 
Animal Health Strategy

Main driver:

One health approach

Objectives:

Animal Health and welfare 
Public Health and 
Food Safety

�	



www.one-health.eu

�




“One World - One Health”
Healthy Animals = Healthy People

��

Healthy Animals = Healthy People



FVE is a Federation of

44 veterinary organisations

��

in 38 European countries

Through its members,
FVE represents approximately 200 000 veterinarians
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FVE also comprises 
four specialised groups:

• UEVP Veterinary Practitioners 

��

• UEVP Veterinary Practitioners 

• UEVH Hygienists and Public Health Vets

• EASVO State Veterinary Officers 

• EVERI Veterinarians in industry,
research and education 



FVE’s objectives

� Representing the Veterinary Profession 

��

� Representing the Veterinary Profession 
at the international level

� Promotion of Veterinary Medicine

� Supporting veterinarians in delivering 
their responsibilities towards our 
societies



The Veterinary Profession
is  a

Health Profession!!

��

Health Profession!!

Thank you for your attantion!

v


